A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
his men from sickness in that hot summer and during the
attack on Harfleur. He started out on October 8, 1415, east-
ward with just on 11,000 armed men, and only eight days'
store of food, just enough to reach Calais by the straight road
along the coast and across the estuary of the Somme. He got
this force to do a very fine piece of marching—often fifteen
miles a day, and on some days twenty. There had been as yet
no concentration against him, but the regular crossing of the
Somme at Blanchetaque, which Edward III had used before
Cr6cy, was too strongly held for him to force it. He went up
the river under heavy rain seeking a crossing, still keeping up
a splendid marching-pace. This young King Henry V was
showing himself a first-rate commander. On account of his
speed he got ahead of the French on the farther side of the
stream, and at the upper waters where the Roman road crosses
the Somme at Voyennes he got over to the farther bank and
turned northward at once for Calais.
The main French concentration, which was very large, was
thus turned; but it still lay between Henry and the Straits of
Dover. The crossing of the Somme had been on October 19.
Five days later, on the evening of the 24th, the little English
force was in bivouac upon the edge of a low plateau, with the
village of Azincourt1 about a mile off across the flat in front
of them, and to the right of it glowed the camp-fires of the
large French army. It was a cloudy night without a moon,
and the rain still fell on the clay soil.
On the next day, October 25, 1415, the battle was joined,
and the small, highly disciplined English force was completely
successful. The French abandoned their first determination
to await the English attack; they came forward confusedly and
* bunched/ so that the first two discharges of the Welsh long-
bow threw them into complete confusion. Henry's command
went forward on foot with the battle-axe and dagger, and
attacked the confused, tangled mass of the feudal cavalry in
front of them. The French reserve counter-attacked too late,
aad the English victory was complete. It was marred by a
massacre of prisoners in a moment of panic, when a body of
Preach had got as far as the baggage-train.
Hesary*s losses were comparatively few, but they included
* Has is the French spelling of this French village* The English usage is
'Agmcourt.' In the same way * Blmdheim' has become * Blenheim,' etc.

